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Tracing the geological and railroad history of the Pacific Northwest, Leon Speroff uniquely
evokes the Age of the Railroad in his newest book, The Deschutes River Railroad War. With
intricate detail, expert understanding and amusing anecdotes, he brings to life this facinating
true tale of the race to expand railroad service from the Columbia River up the Deschutes River
to Bend, Oregon. There are 89 black & white historical photos, 55 full color photos, 16 maps,
numerous charts, railroad logos and memoribilia.

"I found myself seventy pages into the book before putting it down for a dinner call...This book is
not just for Great Northern, Spokane, Portland & Seattle and Union Pacific Railway fans, but for
all rail fans and historians." Duane Buck, President Great Northern Railway Historical Society --
book blurb"Speroff has written a compelling story of the buiding of the Deschutes railroads: the
men, the obstacles, the conflicts, and finally the success--it all makes exciting reading." Jerry
Tanquist, Pacific NW Chapter National Railway Historical Society --book blurbFrom the Inside
FlapTracing the geological and railroad history of the Pacific Northwest, Leon Speroff uniquely
evokes the Age of the Railroad in his newest book, The Deschutes River Railroad War. Wtih
intricate detail, exprert understanding and amusing anecdotes, he brings to life this facinating
true tale of the race to expand railroad service from the Columbia River up the Deschutes River
to Bend, Oregon.When the two railroad barons, James J. Hill of the Great Northern and Edward
H. Harriman of the Union Pacific, both set their sights on the Deschutes River Canyon for
building a railway to Bend, neither man could have foreseen the massive expenditure of money,
time, energy and human lives that characterized their mad rush to the finish. While Harriman's
team built along the east side of the river, Hill's men blasted their way up the west side.
Suddenly, the isolated central Oregon town found itself with two railroads running virtually side
by side where previously there had been no train service at all.At the heart of this gripping story
is the essence of the American West and the magnates, workers, immigrants and settlers whose
impact on the region would usher the age of railroad transportatio into the Twentieth
century.About the AuthorLeon Speroff is Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Oregon
Health & Science University. He is known worldwide for his textbook, Clinical Gynecologic
Endocrinology and Infertility, which has been translated into many languages and is now in its
7th edition. Dr. Speroff grew up in Ohio, and he continues to root for the Cleveland sports teams.
He lives in a rural area outside of Portland, Oregon, with his wife Sen and their two daughters,
Sevda and Elena. When not writing or teaching, Dr. Speroff can be found riding his tractor or
flyfishing. His most recent book, the Deschutes River Railroad War, also published by Arnica
Publishing, Inc. is now in its second printing.Read more
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J. Foley, “Don't judge this book by the title.. This book was filled with things I did not know other
than the details of the struggle between Harriman and Hill. I learned more about geology (I knew
very little), railroads (I had just finished reading a book on american rail history and a second
about american rail operations. I was surprised by what I hadn't gotten in the first two admirable
books.) and more about the lives of Harriman (the father of Harriman Brothers founder and the
most important of the Southern Pacific founders). I have a single beef. The price of all the
assorted information is that covering the actual subject in the title is deferred nearly halfway
through the book. If you are a fan of American railroads or American history I expect you will find
the value of the book surprising and the coverage of the main event more than adequate.”

Dave Morton, “Outstanding !!. A tremendous lesson in pioneer railroad building and Oregon
history..... and definitely a great read for anyone who knows and loves this magnificent river.”

Patroo, “From coffee table to Kindle. The photos aren't as spectacular on a regular kindle as they
are in the original hardcover book, but the information is all there. This is probably the definitive
book on the Deschutes Railroad War, and a guide to the historic remains to be seen today.Two
railroads fought for the access to the customers and products of Central Oregon and points
south, but ultimately came to an agreement and joined into one line from Madras south. The
stretch of trackage built via Gateway remains in service today, with BNSF owning the rights to it.
The track built around through Willow Creek Canyon was abandoned, and today part of it is a
trail, part is abandoned.”

Mark D. Nunnenkamp, “WOW. I must compliment the swift attention from this seller as I received
my purchase next day,via USPS. (Being quite knowledgable on the transport options the United
States Postal Service IS ALWAYS the most inexpensive, repectful delivery and most
expedious!)"The Deschutes River Railroad War" is in-depth and quite complete work, a little
more favorable to the "Jim Hill" side than I would have preferred, but I'm a little "Union Pacific"
sided, so I guess we equalled each other out, LOL.”

Marc Grenier, “A very good book. The first two chapters covers the geology of the area, and add
an interesting touch to the book. The rest of the book deals with the building of the two railroads
the area and the determination of both E. H. Harriman and James J. Hill to be the dominant force
in that area.”

Quester, “If you live in Central Oregon this is a must read. Very interesting history of the Central
Oregon area and much, much more.”

Dan Phillips, “Rival tycoons try every trick in the book to get a leg up on each other.. Covers the



background geography of the Deschutes River Canyon and the history of two rival railroad
tycoons building thrugh solid lava rock and the final resolution by Washington DC. It doesn't have
the minute details but why argue? It's a great book and a great story.”

The book by Leon Speroff has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 24 people have provided feedback.
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